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Dear Friends,
I hope you are all keeping relatively safe and well.
I went into town yesterday because I needed to go to the bank. The sight that greeted
me was long queues, one outside Nat West, one outside the Halifax Building Society and one
outside Lloyds Bank, where I was hoping to go. Following the bank I then went to
Wilkinsons to purchase something and had to queue before being able to enter. After this I
called in at B&M to buy some wild bird food for the garden and yes, you've guessed it, I had
to queue!
This week we have heard on the news about the government continuing to ease the
lockdown situation. The latest (at going to press) is that in England we're now allowed to
meet in groups of up to six people from different households outside, either in parks or now
in private gardens, as long as we remain 2metres (6ft) apart. This means that, whilst people
from different households are still not allowed to meet indoors, you can go through the house
to access a garden, but you can't extend your visit to stay overnight. Also, if you needed to do
something like use the toilet during a visit, you would need to wipe down and clean
everything afterwards, in order to lower the risk of transmission of the virus.
Not withstanding all the recent 'hoohah' in the news about who can get away with
what, when it comes to the rules and regulations, some folk will feel this is all too much too
soon.
I look almost on a daily basis on the Methodist Church's website about updates to the
'official' Methodist policy regarding the closure of our buildings. Still there is no news
(again, as at going to press) about when we might be able to open them up again and begin to
welcome folk into them to worship and share fellowship together.
However, whenever that day comes, and it will, what those gatherings will look like
remains unknown.
To begin with we will probably have to wash our hands on entry and exit, we will
most likely have to socially distance ourselves and sit apart from one another. We may not be
allowed to sing (apparently this similar to coughing when it comes to spreading germs) and if
we are we may be doing it through masks. We will have to take it in turns to come forward
for the bread and wine, as opposed to standing together at the communion rail. There will be
no tea, coffee, or fellowship afterward and as soon as the service is over we may be politely
asked to leave. And who knows, before the service begins, we may even have to queue to get
in!
However strange this all may seem, and it does, it is doubly important never to forget,
that God is in control, God has us in the palm of his hand. God will never leave us alone.
Therefore I leave you with the words of the prophet Isaiah:
Make an uproar, O ye peoples, and be broken in pieces; and give ear, all ye of far
countries: gird yourselves, and be broken in pieces; gird yourselves, and be broken
in pieces. Take counsel together, and it shall be brought to nought; speak the word,
and it shall not stand: for God is with us. Isa 8: 9-19
Every blessing,

Nick.

PRAYER CORNER
We remember in our prayers Les Fuller, Liz Potter, Margot Stanton, and
many more who need our love and prayers.
************************
We are sad to report that Margaret Clark died on May 21st in her care
home. She had just celebrated her 91st birthday. Our thoughts and
prayers are with her family and friends.

***********************

We continue to pray for all our friends at Trinity, and beyond, many
of whom are finding life difficult in these unusual times. We all look
forward to the time when we can worship together again in our lovely
church.
********************
Some verses written by William Blake – still appropriate for today.
Hold on in the darkness though no gleam of light breaks through.
Keep on dreaming dreams though they never quite come true.
Keep on moving forward though you don’t know what’s ahead.
Keep on keeping on though it’s a lonely road ahead.
Keep
Keep
Keep
Keep

on
on
on
on

looking upward to the goal you have in view.
at the task that God has given you.
in the hope that there are better times in store.
praying for the thing you are waiting for.

************************
The Lord watch between me and you
when we are absent from each other.
Genesis chapter 31 verse 49

A message for our June magazine from Parish Pump ……..
These are unprecedented times, but God is still our refuge and strength. We here at Parish Pump
love Psalm 46….
Psalm 46
1 God is our refuge and strength,
an ever-present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way
and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,
3 though its waters roar and foam
and the mountains quake with their surging.[c]
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy place where the Most High dwells.
5 God is within her, she will not fall;
God will help her at break of day.
6 Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall;
he lifts his voice, the earth melts.
7 The Lord Almighty is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
God bless you and keep you and your loved ones safe at this difficult time.
Anne Coomes and the Parish Pump Team

Emergency Coronavirus Appeal Launch
‘All We Can’ and the Methodist Church in Britain have launched an Emergency Coronavirus
Appeal, to equip those living in some of the world’s most vulnerable communities to combat the
Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.
Coronavirus poses a catastrophic threat to communities with weaker healthcare systems, or those
who lack access to clean water and handwashing facilities.
In Maua Methodist Hospital in Kenya, staff are being provided with essential personal protective
equipment. In Cameroon, internally displaced families are being provided with vital hand sanitiser
to help protect themselves from the virus. In Uganda, families who would have no means of
accessing markets following the banning of public transport are being lent sanitised bicycles.
In addition to this, All We Can and the Methodist Church in Britain are supporting Rohingya
refugees living in the camps of Cox’s Bazar, helping maintain essential health services, deliver soap
and hygiene items, and provide community healthcare education.
https://www.allwecan.org.uk/emergency-coronavirus-appeal-launch/
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Richard Baxter, English Puritan church leader
If Richard Baxter were alive today, he would probably be contributing to the Thought for the Day
on Radio 4, because he had a gift for the sound-bite. Try these memorable quotes:
Preaching a man a sermon with a broken head, and telling him to be right with God is equal to
telling a man with a broken leg to get up and run a race.
If God be not enough for you, you will never have enough. Turn to Him more, and know Him better,
if you would have a satisfied mind.
When I compare my slow and unprofitable life with the frequent and wonderful mercies received, it
shames me, it silences me, and leaves me inexcusable.
I preached as never sure to preach again, and as a dying man to dying men.
As it was, Richard Baxter lived from 1615 to 1691, and so instead of broadcasting, became a wellknown English Puritan church leader, poet, hymnodist, theologian and controversialist.
His 19-year ministry at St Mary and All Saints Kidderminster was very influential – he was an
impossible preacher to ignore!
As a matter of fact, the BBC would have loved him because he was so outspoken that after the
Restoration, his non-separatist Presbyterian approach made him one of the most influential
leaders of the Nonconformists, and he spent some time in prison for various religious ‘offences’.
He irritated both the Catholics and the Calvinists over various theological views and practices. Yet
he was well respected – Dean Stanley called him ‘the chief of English Protestant Schoolmen.’
After the Restoration in 1660, Baxter, who had helped to bring it about, settled in London, and the
power of his preaching and his skill as leader was well respected. He had been made a king’s
chaplain, and was offered the bishopric of Hereford, but as a moderate dissenter to the C of E, he
refused. He was then barred from preaching, but turned to writing, and in all produced some 168
works. He died peacefully in London in 1691.
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The Ven. John Barton considers the merits of a dream of reassurance…
Jesus calming the storm of Covid-19
The BBC ‘Today’ programme that was broadcast on Good Friday included an interview with Hylton
Murray-Philipson, a survivor of Covid-19. He had been on a ventilator in Leicester Royal Infirmary,
“reduced to the state of a baby”.
The programme presenter, Nick Robinson, invited him to describe memories of his time in
intensive care. When he said one of the images he had, in a moment of great distress and
struggle, was of Jesus calming the storm on the Sea of Galilee, and he would like to think this was
Jesus coming to him and helping him in his hour of need, Robinson suggested this was partly
because of the powerful drugs he had been given, “which play tricks with the mind”.

Later, Robinson apologised and said he didn’t mean to demean anyone’s faith. But what he had
said also betrayed ignorance. While it is true that pain-killing drugs can cause hallucinations, these
side-effects are rarely pleasant. It is not uncommon for patients to become agitated, anxious,
confused and even prone to violence. Their physical pain will have been reduced, but that may
have been at the necessary cost of mental disturbance; the overriding experience being more like
that of a storm, than of a sea being calmed.
Back in the 1960s, it became fashionable for some groups to promote the use of illicit drugs
because of the temporary sensations they induced. John Lennon of the Beatles said he had “such
an overwhelming feeling of well-being, that there was a God, and I could see him in every blade of
grass. It was like gaining hundreds of years of experience in 12 hours.”
In his new book, ‘Morality – Restoring the Common Good in Divided Times’, Rabbi Jonathan Sacks
chronicles the devastating long-term effects of leisure drugs. He includes cannabis, which he calls
a ‘gateway drug’, because most of those who become serious addicts later, began with it.
So what was it that Hylton Murray-Philipson actually experienced, when he was at death’s door in
that hospital intensive care unit? He knew the biblical story of seasoned fishermen, fearful of their
lives because a sudden squall threatened to swamp their boat. Did he recall their alarm because
Jesus, asleep in the stern, appeared to be unconcerned at the very moment when divine
assistance was most needed? Did not his coronavirus-induced distress match theirs?
The Gospels relate that Jesus woke up, rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!”
Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm.
Is that what Hylton experienced, too? He says it was.
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Learning to trust in times of trouble
A friend, writing about the challenges she is facing, says: “We never cease to have invitations to
trust, do we?” I tend to agree. Almost every day we face circumstances that we cannot control,
and for which the only way to find peace is to trust in the loving wisdom of our faithful God.
Yet trust is never easy. It seems easier – and more natural – to worry or to be afraid. It’s as if we
feel we ought to be anxious, as if we really must fret about things. Not to do so would be to not
care. It’s our duty to carry the weight of the world on our shoulders.
But is it?
Jesus seems to offer us an alternative. He says, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God;
trust also in Me.” (John 14:1) He offers Himself to us as someone who is trust worthy, one who is
absolutely reliable and who will see us through. We are invited to entrust Him with our concerns,
and to hand over to His care the things that trouble us.
In his book Ruthless Trust, the writer Brennan Manning says: “Sometimes it may mean more to
God when we say, ‘I trust you’ than it does when we say ‘I love you.’” When things are going well,
the sun is shining and the sky is blue, it is easy to love God. But when the storms are blowing, and
the clouds are dark, it takes a very special kind of faith to say, “I don’t understand God, but I do
trust you.”
This kind of faith delights the heart of God. Every trouble we face presents us with another
invitation to place our trust in Him.
by Tony Horsfall
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Mend and make do
According to handicraft expert Kirstie Allsopp, a missing button was the number one reason why
350,000 tonnes of wearable clothing may end up in UK landfill this year.
But that was before lockdown. Now you have time to make do – and mend! Rescue and reuse
your clothes. After all, it saves money and the planet.
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Terry Waite – on coping with lockdown
Terry Waite spent four years in solitary confinement in Beirut. He says: “In isolation, it is easy to
become introspective and depressed. All of us, when we are honest and examine ourselves
critically, will discover things about ourselves of which we are not especially proud. I had to learn
how to grow a greater acceptance of myself and work towards a deeper inner harmony.
“…. Today in lockdown, it’s important to keep yourself well. Don’t slob around all day in pyjamas
and a dressing gown. Dress properly and develop a routine. It’s important to have a structure – get
up at a certain time, eat regular meals and so on.
“If you have faith, then that will give you resources to draw on”, especially if you know some
hymns, psalms and prayers by heart. “When I was captured, they were there to call on.”
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Gardeners amongst you may not agree with this article!! …….
Dandelions!
Many of us actually like dandelions. Their amazingly cheerful colour always brings a smile to our
faces. The not-so-neat-and-tidy gardeners among us can simply enjoy flowers where they grow.
The name ‘dandelion’ apparently derives from ‘dent de lion’ – lions’ teeth, owing to the tooth-like
shape of its leaves. There are many different varieties of dandelion, but they all have the toothed
leaves arranged in a rosette around the single flowers, each one made up of up to two
hundred [yes, really!] tiny florets on a smooth stem, that when picked, releases a milky substance
known as latex.
The golden heads, which close up at night, in wet weather, or if picked to go in a vase, give way to
the seed-heads we all know as clocks. Who cannot remember proclaiming the time as a child,
having blown the seeds away, counting each breath as an hour? And who, if this happened in the
garden, remembers the reaction of a parent, or grandparent, to the efficient dispersal of the seeds
all over the vegetable patch or flower bed!
In the past, dandelion drinks and concoctions have been valued for their medicinal powers in
combating a variety of complaints, and the Victorians used to cultivate them in order to fill
sandwiches with the young leaves. Fizzy drinks manufacturers still produce a variety known as
Dandelion and Burdock, and intrepid wine-makers can use the flowers to concoct a heady brew.
The roots, some say, can be dried and ground up for use as a coffee substitute. It is those same
roots, long and strong, that our grandmothers would water carefully, to the amusement of
onlookers, in order to pull them up completely.
To many of us, dandelions are one of Nature’s joys.
By Kirsty Steele, a retired teacher and active church organist.
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All in the month of JUNE
It was:
250 years ago, on 11th June 1770 that English explorer Captain James Cook discovered the Great
Barrier Reef off Australia when his ship ran aground on it and was severely damaged.
200 years ago, on 19th June 1820 that Joseph Banks, British naturalist, died. He was President of
the Royal Society for 41 years, developed the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, into one of the world’s
leading botanical gardens.
150 years ago, on 9th June 1870 that Charles Dickens, British novelist, died. His books include The
Pickwick Papers, A Tale of Two Cities, Great Expectations and David Copperfield.
80 years ago, June 1940, was a dramatic month in World War II. Main points include:
 3rd
The German Luftwaffe bombed Paris.
th
 4
The evacuation of Allied forces from Dunkirk was completed.
 Winston Churchill gave his ‘We shall fight them on the beaches’ speech.
 5th
The Battle of France began.
th
 10
Italy declared war on France and Britain.
 Canada declared war on Italy.
 The North African Campaign (Desert War) began.
 11th The siege of Malta began.
 14th German forces entered Paris.
 17th French government minister Charles de Gaulle (later President of France) relocated
to Britain.
 18th Winston Churchill gave his ‘Finest Hour’ speech.
 22nd France surrendered to Germany.
 30th Germany invaded the Channel Islands.
70 years ago, on 3rd June 1950 that the first successful ascent of Annapurna in the Himalayas, was
accomplished by a French expedition led by Maurice Herzog. This was the first successful ascent of
a mountain over 8,000 metres. Annapurna is the 10th highest mountain in the world.
60 years ago, on 28th June 1960 that the Six Bells Colliery disaster took place in Monmouthshire.
45 coal miners were killed by a gas explosion.
30 years ago, on 1 June 1990 that US President George Bush and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev
signed an agreement to end the production of chemical weapons and to destroy existing stocks.
Also 30 years ago, on 22nd June 1990 that Checkpoint Charlie in Berlin, was dismantled. It
remained an official crossing point between East and West Germany until re-unification in
October. The guard house is now on display in a museum.
20 years ago, on 10th June 2000 that the Millennium Bridge in London opened. It closed again two
days later because it swayed uncomfortably when people walked in step. It reopened in Feb 2002
after changes were made.
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