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Dear Friends,
We are currently living in unprecedented times and this coronavirus is impacting on
us all right across the world, whether we are unfortunate to have been infected with it or not.
As a society we are dependent upon each other and as active members of churches we
are in the business of bringing people together, which at the moment we are unable to do. For
most of us not being able to go out, especially if you are in the 'at greater risk' category is
really difficult and can affect us physically, mentally and spiritually.
However, even though we cannot physically meet together for the immediate future,
we are still church and 'church' is still happening (online & via telephone etc) and I want you
to be reassured of that. I along with your Church Stewards, Local Preachers, Pastoral Visitors
and many others, are trying to work toward ways that can sustain us during these times and
to remind us all that God is still with us no matter what the circumstances.
Perhaps that which we feel we are lacking most is the structure of our normal weekly
church worship services and there are those of us who are trying to cover this in various
ways.
But I'd like to remind you that, even if at home alone, we can all still worship.
1. We can still gather in God's presence (Wherever we are we can quiet ourselves and
focus on God).
2. We can still seek God's forgiveness (God is always willing to hear our pleas).
3. We can still read God's message to us in the bible (Even familiar passages can
have something new to say to us).
4. We can still sing God's praises (Even if we don't have a wonderful voice, to lift our
voice in song can lift our spirits).
5. We can still offer thanks and praise for God's goodness (Even in the darkest hours
we have things to be thankful for).
6. We can still give our offering for the life and work of God's church (A vital part of
worship is giving what we can and at this time it is vital that we continue to put aside our
offerings and give it when we are able, so the work of God can continue).
7. We can still pray for the needs of others and for our world (In fact our prayers
have perhaps never been more important than at this moment in time).
8. We can still Know that in our isolation Christ meets us there (In the isolation of the
cross of Good Friday Jesus knows and feels our every need).
I hope this goes someway to give you encouragement at this time, but please rest
assured of my continued prayers for us all.
Every blessing, Nick
I leave you with the words of St Paul as he encourages the believers in Corinth:
"Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labour in the Lord is not
in vain."
1 Corinthians 15:58

PRAYER CORNER
We remember in our prayers Margaret Clark, Les Fuller, Liz Potter,
Margot Stanton and many more who need our love and prayers.
************************

Congratulations…
Congratulations to Eric Carter who recently celebrated his 100th birthday.
During the Second World War he was a member of a ‘secret’ Spitfire
squadron based in Murmansk, Russia. Their orders were to protect
Merchant Navy convoys as they approached the Russian coast.

Congratulations also to Beryl Cutts who at long last has received her
Veterans Badge for her service in the WAAF during the Second World
War
************************
A prayer for these difficult, troubled times:

God, help us to live slowly:
To move simply,
To look softly,
To allow emptiness,
And to rest secure in your love
Amen

A Quiz about the Weather and the Seasons
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
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13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
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Who wrote ‘The Ode to Autumn’
Vivaldi wrote 4 concertos for violin. What are they known as?
Who wrote ‘The Skater’s Waltz?
Who wrote ‘White Christmas’?
When was the Spring Equinox this year?
When did we have Double Summer Time?
Who went out when the snow was ‘deep and crisp and even’?
To where do swallows migrate?
What is a ‘galanthas’?
Some daffodils are named after a king, which one?
‘Summer suns are glowing’ Where?
What does the ‘Green Man’ symbolise?
Who wrote ‘Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day’?
Who wrote the poem beginning ‘In summertime on Bredon…’?
Where would you find the words ‘To everything there is a season…’?
How many sides, or points are there on a snowflake?
Who wrote ‘The Snowman’?
In which film is the song ‘Raindrops keep falling on my head’?
What does The Beautfort Scale measure?
Who wrote the poem ‘To Daffodils’?
Who wrote ‘On Hearing the First Cuckoo in Spring’?
When is St. Luke’s Little Summer?
Who sang ‘We’re all going on a summer holiday’?
When is St. Swithin’s Day’?

I came across a quote from a speech by Winston Churchill, which is as apt now,
as when he said it on 4th June, 1940.
I have, myself, full confidence that if all do their duty, if nothing
neglected, and if the best arrangements are being made, as they
Are being made, we shall prove ourselves once again to defend our island
home and to ride out the storm.

Graham Leigh saw this.
It was on the notice board of Upper Gornal Methodist Church

When God saw you, it was love at first sight

TRINITY RE-OPENING AND DEDICATION SERVICE
As we celebrate ten years of worship and enjoyment of our renovated and extended church
facilities we recall the day the church was re-opened after the disastrous arson attack and fire
of December 2008.
Saturday 24th April 2010 at 3pm
Revd Dr Christina Le Moignan, a long-time friend of Trinity and former President of Methodist
Conference preached at the service. Also in attendance were John Howard, Chair of District
and Timothy Blatchford, Architect from Stone Ecclesiastical as well as former ministers of
Trinity.
Hymns sung during the service were:
~ Come to us creative Spirit, in our Father’s house.
~ Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live.
~ God is here! as we his people meet to offer praise and prayer
~ O thou who camest from above the pure celestial fire to impart.
~ Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided
The Architect’s approach to the renewal:
The concept was that the moment should be seized to give the sanctuary a facelift rather than
simply replacing what was lost. The ceiling was totally replaced and the glazed area above the
cross was hidden behind a new wall to support the specially commissioned wall hangings and
cross. New double glazed windows were installed and the ceiling and walls were lined with
substantial insulation. The main timber chosen for the new furniture was ash, to give a light
grained appearance. Although this was used by the different manufacturers for the chairs, the
organ casing, the communion rail, table, lectern, pulpit, the cross and the sound desk the
various suppliers achieved a remarkable match for such a natural material.
It was decided that the original cross, damaged by the fire, but intact, should be hung on the
wall opposite the entrance doors.
The opportunity was also taken to create a new, lighter and larger entrance foyer, to give a
definitive entrance to the property. The external cross was also replaced with a design which
reflected the main internal cross.
Upon recommendation of the insurers we also took the opportunity to install smoke sensors and
alarms throughout the whole of the property.
The painted and embroidered panels:
Designer Juliet Hemingray says she drew her inspiration from the moment she walked into the
devastated sanctuary, being determined to produce a piece that was uplifting and colourful,
from which the congregation will gain inspiration as a focal point and as a worship and study aid.
The themes are water, twelve fishes and Jesus as the Light of the World. The triple cross
portays the crucifixion of the two thieves alongside Jesus. Details can be read in the framed
image hung by the sanctuary entrance doors.
In total over £92,000 was raised by the congregation through events and donations to cover the
full cost of the refurbishment and the improvements, which were not covered by the insurers. A
remarkable feat.
A substantial effort not only by church members but we must also remember the contributions
of our contractors, consultants and specialists who all contributed to what is still today a superb
facility.
~ Stone Ecclesiastical, Project Manager and Architect
~ J Harper and Sons (Leominster) Main Building Contractor
~ Fullers Finer Furniture
~ Juliet Hemingray
~ Rodgers Classical Organs
~ FTAV Audio and Visuals
~ Aspire Church Furniture
~ Faithful+Gould, insurance claim negotiation.
And finally, the members of Blue Watch Fire Fighters who did so much to reduce the impact of
the fire.

Good Friday: Jesus and the thieves on the Cross
Luke’s account of the crucifixion (Luke 23:32-43) emphasises the mocking of the crowd, ‘If
you are the king of the Jews, save yourself’ (35,37,39). In their view a Messiah does not
hang on a cross and suffer. In considering the two men who was crucified with Jesus, we
are also confronted with the issue of how Jesus secures salvation for us.
The words of one of those crucified with Jesus reflected the crowd’s taunts: ‘Aren’t you the
Christ? Save yourself and us.’ He highlights the question of Jesus’ identity: how can He
save others, when He cannot save himself from death? He failed to see that the cross itself
was the means of salvation.
So – what kind of Messiah was Jesus?
The other criminal’s response in his last moments is a moving expression of faith. When
challenging the other man, he spoke of the utter injustice of the crucifixion: ‘this man has
done nothing wrong.’ He perceived the truth that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. In a
wonderful picture of grace, ‘remember me when you come into your kingdom’, the second
thief confessed his guilt and secured Jesus’ forgiveness and mercy.
In reply, Jesus promised the man life from the moment of death; ‘Today you will be with
me in paradise.’ Jesus used the picture of a walled garden to help the man understand his
promise of protection and security in God’s love and acceptance eternally.
Each one of us has to choose how we react to Jesus on the cross. Do we want him to
‘remember’ us when He comes into his kingdom, or not? If you were to die tonight, how
confident would you be of going to be with Jesus? ‘For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for
the unrighteous, to bring you to God.’ (1 Peter 3:18).
Parish Pump 2020

Passionflower
Why is the passionflower called the passionflower? This beautiful climbing plant that
grows in many of our gardens, was discovered in South America by Spanish missionaries
centuries ago. Drawings were sent back to Europe and in 1609 an Italian priest interpreted
the flower to represent the crucifixion, otherwise known as the Passion.
The five petals and five sepals represent the 10 disciples who remained steadfast (Judas
and Peter both abandoned Jesus). The corona is the crown of thorns. The stigma is the
cross or nails, and the five stamens are the number of wounds Jesus received.
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“Quotes”
Our Lord has written the promise of the Resurrection, not in books alone but in every leaf
in springtime.
Martin Luther
Do not abandon yourselves to despair. We are the Easter people and hallelujah is our
song.
Pope John Paul II
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Why Easter will never go away
How do you make sense of the Resurrection? Dead men don’t rise, so why believe that
this particular dead man did rise?
At the end of St Luke’s Gospel we read that: “they still did not believe it because of joy and
amazement” (Luke 24.4). This is highly significant. The Gospels do not show us a group
of disciples who were in a receptive frame of mind. After the crucifixion, they were in
hiding, frightened and scattered. Then suddenly, they came out of hiding and were totally
different; excited, joyful. By Pentecost they were confident, with one firm message: “You
crucified Jesus, but God raised him up!”
How did they know this? Because of direct personal experience. Some of them had
visited the tomb of Jesus: it was empty. Others claimed to have seen and touched the
risen Lord. Were they hallucinating? People can hallucinate in groups – when taking
drugs, for example. But, of course each one will see a different hallucination. But the
disciples all saw the same thing. Or rather, the same person. Jesus.
Were they lying? Jesus had died a humiliating death as a criminal. Perhaps they wanted to
rescue His good name. So did they pretend they had seen Him?
This theory has a big problem. Their preaching led them into trouble with the authorities.
They were beaten and imprisoned and some of them killed. People will die for ideas and
causes which they believe in passionately. But not for things they have made up. We
might suffer for our convictions, we will not suffer for our inventions.
What about the ‘swoon’ theory? That Jesus didn’t die on the cross, despite terrible
wounds. He recovered in the tomb, and then escaped. The disciples nursed Him back to
health. But Roman soldiers knew when a man was dead; and there was the guard on the
tomb. Also, the events which followed simply don’t fit. If the disciples had been hiding
Jesus, they would have kept very low-key, and out of the way, so that the authorities did
not come after Him again.
Besides, to preach that God had raised Jesus from the dead – which is exactly what they
did preach – would have been a lie. Beatings and threat of death would soon have
loosened their tongues. Inventions crumble under pressure; convictions hold fast.
Another reason for believing in the Resurrection is this: Jesus’ continuing impact.
Thousands and soon millions of people in every generation since have shared an
inescapable sense of being ‘accompanied’ through life. Though unseen, they identify this
presence as the Risen Lord.
Sometimes this experience of meeting Jesus is gentle and fitful. Sometimes it is dramatic
and life-changing. This reminds us that the resurrection of Jesus is not just an interesting
historical puzzle. It is a vital, present day reality. It brings wonderful comfort, assuring us of
the central Christian truths: death is dead; Jesus is alive; God is love.
This central notion was captured, most movingly, by the great Albert Schweitzer: ‘He
came to those men who knew Him not. He speaks to us the same word: “Follow thou
me”, and sets us to the tasks which He has to fulfil for our time. He commands. And to
those who obey Him, whether they be wise or simple, He will reveal Himself in the toils, the
conflicts, the suffering which they shall pass through in His fellowship, and, as ineffable
mystery, they shall learn in their own experience who He is.’ Have a joyful – and a
challenging – Easter.
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The big surprise lurking in your Granny’s chicken soup
Granny always knew her chicken soup was good for you when you were poorly, but she
did not realise quite how good.
Now research has found that the traditional hot broths used in many cultures to battle flu
and fevers pack a bigger punch than even the cooks realised.
A range of soups, ranging from vegetable to beef and chicken, were discovered to have
the power to interrupt the life cycle of Plasmodium falciparum, which causes 99 per cent of
deaths from malaria. Some of them were actually as effective as a leading antimalarial
drug, dihydroartemisinin, in fighting malaria.
No one particular ingredient was found to be common to the broths, but there certainly
seems to be “evidence that they contain antibiotic properties”, according to one doctor.
The study was carried out at the Imperial College London and Great Ormond Street
Hospital.
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A prayer for communities affected by flooding
For people battered by forceful storms
For communities battling rising floods
For emergency services stretched to the limit
We pray
For farmers losing straw and crops
For shopkeepers losing high street trade
For repeat victims losing strength and hope
We pray
For resilience and resolve to change
For impatience with using flood plains
For commitment to protect riverbanks and coasts
We pray
In Jesus’ name we pray
Amen
By the Revd Barbara Glasson, President of the Methodist Conference
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And a prayer for all of us who are unable to go out, socialise or attend church
Lord, give us patience to accept what are having to do,
give us time to read our Bible, to reflect, and to pray.
Help us to be grateful for telephones, smart phones and computers, that keep us in contact
with family and friends. May they be used to spread friendship, love and care.
We give thanks those friends who shop for us, and make sure we are alright.
Help us to know that when we feel lonely you are there, the unseen guest,
help us to know that when we feel depressed that your arms are around us.
We give thanks to the many who risk their own health to keep essential services going,
may they also feel your compassion, and love.
Above let us be convinced that nothing – nothing can separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus.
In Jesus name we pray,
Amen

All in the month of APRIL
It was:
250 years ago, on 7th April 1770 that William Wordsworth, British Romantic poet, was born.
He was Poet Laureate 1843-50.
200 years ago, on 8th April 1820 that the famous Ancient Greek statue of the Venus de Milo
was discovered on the island of Milos in the Aegean.
75 years ago, in April the following concentration camps and prison were liberated:
Buchenwald (11th April); Bergen-Belsen (15th April); Colditz Castle (16th April); Dachau (29th
April). They were liberated by either US, British or Canadian forces.
65 years ago, on 15th April 1955 that American fast-food pioneer Ray Kroc opened his first
McDonald’s franchise in Des Plaines, Illinois. 30 years ago, on 24th April 1990 that the
Hubble Space Telescope was launched.
15 years ago, on 2nd April 2005 that Pope John Paul II died.
Also 15 years ago, on 9th April 2005 that Charles, Prince of Wales married Camilla Parker
Bowles, who gained the title the Duchess of Cornwall.
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Smile Lines
Why do we paint Easter eggs? Because it’s easier than trying to wallpaper them!
**
A Sunday school teacher decided to have her young class memorise one of the most
quoted passages in the Bible, Psalm 23. She gave the youngsters a month to learn the
Psalm, but little Charles did not find it easy to memorise much of anything.
On the day that the children were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front of the
congregation, Charles stepped up to the microphone and began proudly, “The Lord is my
Shepherd….” He knew that much, but the rest of the Psalm suddenly deserted him. So he
concluded bravely: “… and that’s all I need to know.”
**
There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family Bible to her brother in
another part of the country. “Is there anything breakable in here?” asked the postal clerk.
The lady paused for a moment. “Only the Ten Commandments,” she said politely.
**
While driving in the countryside, a family caught up to an old farmer and his horse-drawn
cart. The farmer obviously had a sense of humour, because attached to the back of the
carriage was a hand printed sign: ‘Ecologically efficient vehicle: Runs on oats and grass.
Caution: Do not step in exhaust.’
**
An infant teacher was observing her classroom of children while they drew. One little girl
was working away furiously, and so she asked her what the drawing was. The girl replied,
“I’m drawing God.”
The teacher paused and said, “But no one knows what God looks like.”
Without missing a beat, the little girl replied, “They will in a minute.”
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Easter Rising
There is a strange sort of innocence among children. Christmas is here and baby Jesus gets another
birthday. Time to celebrate, fun, laughter, sweets and many presents. Yes, a few carols to remind
us of Jesus’s birth and that’s it. Four months later, in April, He’s dead. Though it’s time for
celebration again, fill yourself with chocolate, hardly thinking of Christ’s death on the cross.
Seeing it like this through the eyes of a child is very simple. They had no idea Christ lived for 33
years.
We know nothing of Christ’s early life until the age of 12. We have to assume He was with His
father Joseph, a carpenter, learning the trade. So He had a lifetime of 21 years. He spent times in
the wilderness, but think about it, His miracles and preaching could have been done over the 4
months that children thought He lived. Of course, this is the mind of a child. They could never
comprehend His death and resurrection. This is the problem. Hung from a cross, a painful
lingering death and we get chocolate eggs? As for His resurrection – could it be magic? Children
you are not alone.
How do you make sense of the resurrection? Dead men don’t rise from a coffin so how do you
believe that one man could rise from the grave. O.K., us modern day people believe in Dracula, we
know it’s not true but at least it’s entertaining. But Jesus rising from the dead?
Don’t worry, even the disciples didn’t believe it and they were there. After the crucifixion they
panicked and ran away. These were Jesus’s followers; He had told them He would die and rise
again but they couldn’t believe it. Then suddenly, at Pentecost, they became confident Jesus was
crucified but God raised Him up. They could now spread The Word “Death is death but Jesus is
alive”. This is the thing that we as Christians understand, not really a story for children but a
message for them as they grow older. Let them enjoy Easter, especially the songs. Carols at
Christmas, hymns at Easter.
In the late 1600’s there was a child prodigy. Unattractive and sickly, he studied Latin aged 4,
mastered Greek when he was 9, French at 11, Hebrew at 13. (No video games in those days). His
name was Isaac Watts, his father was a Deacon. When he complained to his father about the boring
Old Testament psalms they sang, he replied, “Right my lad, give us something better”. No problem
for Isaac – he came up with not only the finest Easter hymn, but also the greatest hymn of all time,
‘When I survey the Wondrous Cross’. Aged only 15, he gave us 5 simple 4-line verses, what a song
for the crucifixion.
“See from His head, His hands, His feet
Sorrow and love flow mingled down;
Did e’re such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown”.
Christ died on the cross that we might live. He loved us and died for us. Give it your best …
“Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all”.

Mike
(Mike Knott, Stourport Wesley)

Oberammergau
It’s the 1600’s and a great plague is sweeping through Europe, it was known as the Bubonic Plague
and said to be spread by rats. It killed millions, many being buried in pits or burnt, it gradually
petered out. London was one of the places where it was completely eradicated thanks to somebody
causing a great fire in 1666, unfortunately burning down the whole city as well. However, there
was one little town in the Alps it never touched thanks to the faith of its inhabitants. Praying to God
they said if they were spared, they would put on a play depicting the death and resurrection of
Christ. This was in 1633, the town was saved and every 10 years since, they have acted the play,
performing it every year that ends in an 0. For almost 400 years this passion play has been acted,
it’s on again this year, 2020. The town? Oberammergau.
With a population of just over 5,000, everybody will have a hand in the show. No age limit, all
ages are represented, from, infants to the oldest, one regular, Anni Drohmann, aged 96. The only
qualification is that you have to be born in the town or have lived there for 20 years. Almost 2000
actually audition for parts and understudies. 500 children also applied. 110 instrumentalists plus
100 singers are also needed for the show. Nobody gets left out though, for all the town is involved
even if not in the cast. You’re either building sets, sewing costumes or creating props. Soldiers
wear real leather and metal uniforms. 3.8 miles of fabric are stitched for costumes and feathers are
sewn on Angels wings. There are no wigs so men start growing beards and hair a year in advance.
This year’s show runs from May until October, a total of 102 performances.
Many other places throughout the world stage a passion play, though nowhere near as lavish as
Oberammergau, even Bewdley performs one. Let’s face it, what Broadway or West End show
could match the finale of The Resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Mike
(Mike Knott, Stourport Wesley)
Mike’s Smile Lines
Sky have just won the World rights to screen the world’s first origami games from Tokyo.
Unfortunately, it’s only available on paper view.
**
Tom: How many days belong to the year?
Dick: All of them I suppose.
Tom: No, just 325. The rest of them are Lent.
**
When is it correct to say I is?
I is the letter after H in the alphabet.
**
Office Manager: Look at all the dust on this desk. It looks like it hasn’t been cleaned for a month.
Cleaner: Don’t blame me sir, I’ve only been here a week.
**
A man walked into Cape Canaveral and asked for a ticket to the moon. Sorry, said the gateman, the
moon is full.
**
Old teachers never die, they just lose their class.

Answers to the weather and seasons quiz
1. John Keats
3. Emile Waldteuful
5. March 19th
7. Good King Wenceslas
9. A snowdrop
11. ‘over land and sea’ (an old hymn)
13. William Shakespeare
15. Old Testament – Ecclesiastes
17. Raymond Briggs
19. Wind speed
21. Frederick Delius
23. Cliff Richard

2. The Four Seasons
4. Irving Berlin
6. During the Second World War
8. South Africa
10. King Alfred
12. Spring and rebirth
14. A. E. Housman
16. 6
18. Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid
20. William Wordsworth
22. Mid October
24. 15th July

Do you think I should wear this if I go to Sainsbury’s. I think everyone would steer
clear of me!

